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Court, except Sully, hints that there was any plot
against her life.

The despair and grief of the King were extreme.
Violet, the colour in which the sovereigns of France
mourned, was not sombre enough to express his
sorrow. He clad himself in black. He received in
gloomy state the condolences of his Parliaments and
of the ambassadors of foreign powers. No cere-
monial was omitted, which would have been due to
Gabrielle d'Estrees had she been the crowned con-
sort of the King of France. But no courtly observ-
ance could do her such honour as the unfeigned tears
of the Princess of Orange* and of Catherine of
Navarre. The latter, whom her brother, with little
regard for her feelings and for her long attachment
to the Count of Soissons, had lately married to the
Duke of Bar, forgot all unkindness and wrote in
words of which we should be sorry to doubt the sin-
cerity. " My dear King, I am welt aware no words
can heal your great grief. I only write these to
assure you that I share in it as completely as I needs
must, owing to my extreme love for you and to my
own loss of so perfect a friend. I much wish I had
been with you, to offer you in your affliction all the
humble service I owe you. Believe me, my dear
King, I shall always act a mother's part by my
nephews and nieces. I humbly beg that you will
remember that you have promised me my niece. If
you will let me have her I will treat her with as
much love and care as if she were my own daughter.
... If it pleased Gody my King, that I could lighten
* The daughter of Coligny and widow of William the Silent.